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Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune Blanc 2017
[92] Wine Enthusiast 
A shy nose on this wine gives mere glimpses of Mirabelle and fresh, 
cold cream. On the palate, the freshness becomes almost zesty, blending  
pithiness with creaminess to let the lemon brightness shine. Purity 
and brisk freshness are hallmarks of this wine. August 2020

[92] Wine.com 
Impressive in its staying power. This wine is excellent from start to 
finish. Pair its ripe fruit, rounded palate, and drive with steamed crab 
and slivered ginger. May 9, 2022

[91] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Today, this is reticent to the point of being a bit backward. Its aromas 
put up a toasty, nutty front, and its palate gives some citrus-squirted 
apple tones with underlying earthy notes. It’s a rather full-bodied 
Savigny with a round and caressing mid-palate that brings on a  
surprising contrast with its sharp back palate lift on the moderate  
finish that features a grainy, drying texture. This would surely benefit  
from some extra time in bottle. Its pure flavors and solid concentration  
should give it a good life expectancy. More open in October 2018, this  
was full of floral and peach notes, and the acidity felt refreshing rather  
than sharp. This may be going through a slight awkward stage, or it 
might have just been this bottle. Drink: 2020-24. July 2, 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
Flagship wine. Bottled. Lots of CO2 at the moment. Rich in fruit — 
pear and citrus. Full of spicy citrus fruit, deep and full in the mouth 
and with a balance of power and freshness. Needs a bit longer in 
bottle. December 2018 

Domaine de Bellene Santenay  
“Les Charmes Dessus” 2017

[93] Decanter  
Nicolas Potel has a real talent for producing super white wines in so-
called lesser terroirs, such as this Santenay lieu-dit, using larger oak 
barrels to complement rather than dominate the fruit. It’s oatmealy, 
sappy and fresh, with notes of beeswax, citrus peel and white flowers. 
October 2018 

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
A touch of flinty reduction joins wheat bran and lemon on the nose 
of this wine. The palate favors that pure lemon note that sets a tone 
of clarity and poise. Slightly creamy the gentle texture adds to the 
harmony and balance. The finish is dry, lasting and fresh. August 2020

[91] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Rich in flavor, yet elegant in structure, this Santenay reminds me of 
the noble houses that dot this incredibly pretty town in the southern 
Côte de Beaune. This is a sleek and balanced beauty with dazzling 
acidity and a lightly drying tannic tug, making it an excellent  
companion at the table. Its nose is demure, but its palate is vivid with 
tastes of crunchy green and golden apples, star fruit, fresh hazelnuts 
and a light mint and aloe note on the medium finish. Drinking well 
now, this has time to expand and evolve in bottle. Similarly noted 
in October 2018, the wine also showed more floral lift then. Drink: 
2020-25. July 2, 2020
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Domaine de Bellene Meursault Les Forges 2017
[93] Wine Enthusiast 
A waxy, sunny and lemony impression on the nose of this wine promises  
richness. The palate comes in with smooth, gentle flow and a rounded,  
dense richness. Limestone and yeast show in the lovely texture and 
smooth freshness. The balance is impressive, unobtrusive but very 
convincing. August 2020

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Les Perrières  
Premier Cru 2017

[93] Decanter 
It’s quite something to learn that this impressive Beaune premier cru 
comes from a stony vineyard that is only five years old, but Nicolas 
Potel has a very sure touch with his whites. The oak, as it always is on 
his domaine bottlings, complements the citrus and patisserie flavours, 
accompanied by a hint of stony, struck-match reduction. October 2018 

[92] ChristyCanterbury.com 
This is a very impressive wine coming from only fifth leaf fruit! Silky 
and sumptuous in texture, this pure and sensuous white glides across 
the palate. Tasting of hay, spiced apples and toasted brioche, this is 
a layered and complex, youthful beast. Generously mineral on the 
back palate, there is a slightly awkward, clipped finish thanks to some 
tight tannins accented by tangy lift. However, this wasn’t present in 
October 2018; the finish was smooth and moreish. Like the Savigny-  
lès-Beaune, this might just be an awkward moment. Overall, this is  
impressive juice, and I would never guess that this was 14% abv. 
Drink: 2020-25. July 2, 2020

[89] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The wine is raised entirely in new oak in this vintage, offering up a 
bright and complex nose of pear, apple, spring flowers, chalky soil 
tones and vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied, 
focused and complex, with good, but not great depth at the core, nice 
soil signature, zesty acids and good length and grip on the gently 
woody finish. This is quite good and no doubt, once these vines are 
well-established, it will be one of the best Beaune Blanc bottlings 
made in the commune. Issue #86, April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
First vintage, vines five years old. Bottled. Both ripe and stony on the 
nose. Sour pear and citrus. Elegant in its creamy texture, focused and 
long. Precise, and salty on the finish. December 2018 



DOMAINE DE BELLENE • BURGUNDY
domainedebellene.com

R E D  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[91] Decanter – Best Value Red Burgundy 2017  
       en primeur to buy – 
Nicolas Potel has done an impressive job with his domaine reds and  
whites in 2017, balancing the bouncy fruit sweetness of the vintage  
with freshness and acidity. This alluringly perfumed Pinot is light, 
sappy and racy, with redcurrant and raspberry fruit and just a hint of 
oak. December 2018 

[91] Wine Spectator
This round red evokes plum, black cherry, spice and sandalwood 
flavors, with a solid, well-integrated structure. Earth and iron accents 
peek through as this winds down on the lingering finish. Best from 
2022 through 2033. May 2020

[90] Wine.com 
Smooth on the palate. This wine exhibits aromas and flavors of spice, 
sandalwood, and black fruit. Enjoy with a grilled ribeye. May 9, 2022

[88] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Dark black cherries and tangy cranberries dance on the sappy mid-palate  
laced with licorice. The medium body is tightly gripped by firm tannins  
and vivid acidity. (My October 2018 notes show more elegant tannins,  
so it’s surprising to see that after fining and filtering that the wine 
currently is so bracing.) A nicely earthy finish tinged with tobacco 
leaf delivers a definitively Burgundian note to the finish. This needs 
time for the bracing tannins to relax. Drink: 2021-24. July 2, 2020

[86] Burghound 
Cool and attractively layered aromas include those of humus and 
overt earth nuances on the mostly red and dark currant. The lighter 
weight but delicious and vibrant flavors possess an attractive texture, 
all wrapped in a mildly rustic, warm, raspy and slightly drying finish 
that’s enough to cut the persistence short. April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
100% whole bunch. No new oak. In tank on fine lees and will be 
bottled in April. Pretty red fruit. Lovely density and spice, a really 
impressive village wine with firm but supple texture, packed with 
fruit and unadorned, long and fresh. December 2018 
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Domaine de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Vignes 2017

[92] Wine.com 
This wine defines the AOC well. This wine is firm and well-built on 
the palate. Pair its attractive black fruit aromas and flavors with duck 
confit. May 9, 2022

[91] Wine Spectator
A pure, cherry- and strawberry-flavored red, with hints of earth and 
spice. Fresh and balanced, lingering on the finish, where the spice 
notes echo. Best from 2021 through 2033. Web Only 2020

[91] ChristyCanterbury.com 
Vinous from the first sniff, this wine is full of vigorous blackberry and 
briar fruits with a underlying strain of barn floor funk. With air, the 
wine quickly cleans up and delivers an explosion of crunchy, summer 
fruit freshness. The talc-like tannins give a well-judged but surprising  
firmness, doing a fine job of harnessing the power of this concentrated  
Vieilles Vignes. A strong minerally vein comes out toward the back 
palate and persists through the long finish. This is much too young 
now, but it holds great promise with - seemingly - only a few years wait.  
Over three hours, this opened up to show blueberries, wildflowers 
and licorice. Classic Nuits-Saint- Georges, this was reduced when I 
tasted it in October 2018, so it was a pleasure to see how it had come 
around. July 2, 2020

[87-89] Burghound 
A more deeply pitched array is composed mostly of plum liqueur, 
dark cherry and notably more earth influence that can also be found 
on the acceptably concentrated flavors that culminate in a lingering, 
rustic and serious finish where the supporting tannins are notably 
grippy. This is perfectly good but it won’t win any awards for refine-
ment or elegance. April 2019

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
Aged in 600-litre demi-muids and 20% new oak. 100% whole bunch. 
Tank sample. Some sweet oak on the nose here too, as in the Maison 
Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges Vieilles Vignes, but balanced 
by the stemmy freshness. Much drier on the finish, more chiselled. 
More delicate and fragrant. Moreish and refreshing. December 2018 
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Domaine de Bellene St-Romain Vieilles Vignes 2017
[92] Decanter  
Often a source of good value drinking from the Côte de Beaune,  
Domaine de Bellene has produced a delightful old-vine St-Romain 
that will be drunk young in most cases, but certainly has the freshness 
and focus to age well. The oak is a very nice detail here, complement-
ing the bright lemongrass and citrus flavours. October 2018 

Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée Les Suchots 
Premier Cru, 2017

[93] Wine Spectator
This red is all about the silky texture, setting the stage for floral, 
strawberry, cherry, mineral and spice aromas and flavors. Exhibits 
delicacy and tension, ending with echoes of fruit and spice. Best from 
2022 through 2035. Web Only 2020

[90] Burghound 
There is a whisper of herbal tea character to the restrained, and  
appealingly layered nose that blends notes of smoke, anise, spice, earth,  
red cherry. The juicy middle weight flavors possess slightly better  
refinement if less minerality on the better balanced and more structured  
if slightly austere finale where noticeable warmth gradually emerges. 
This too is perfectly good without being distinguished. April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com  
Planted 1937. 100% whole bunch. In tank. Lifted peppery sour-cherry 
fragrance. Crushed rocks too. The tannins are fine and very slightly 
chewy and really moreish. Needs time for the roundness to come 
to this whole-bunch-shaped wine. Tender and elegant on the finish. 
December 2018 
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Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée,  
Les Quartiers de Nuits 2017

[88] Burghound 
Soft wood frames the spicy and decidedly floral-suffused nose that is 
composed mostly by somewhat somber red and dark currant scents. 
The medium weight flavors possess good detail and energy and while 
the mid-palate is seductive, it contrasts with the ever-so-mildly raspy 
and warm finish that will probably age out in time. In sum, this is 
good without being special. April 2020

[16.5] JancisRobinson.com
0.3 ha (three-quarters of an acre). 600-litre barrels. 100% whole 
bunch. In tank. More refined than the Maison Roche de Bellene 
Vosne-Romanée Vieilles Vignes. Delicately scented with dark-red 
fruit. Just a touch stemmy on the nose for now. Dry tannins that 
leave your mouth clean and nicely dry. December 2018 
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Domaine de Bellene Cuvée Du Cinquantenaire  
Vieilles Vignes, Beaune Premier Cru 2017

[93] ChristyCanterbury.com 
This bottling is fresh and firm with crunchy red fruit aromas softened  
by a black cherry palate. There are tinges of anise and dried morels, 
too. The palate is buoyant with striking acidity that, while refreshing, 
also does enhance the gritty and sinewy tannins. It’s one to set aside 
for a while, even if this would be up to the task of being paired now 
with something along the lines of a pork tenderloin accompanied by a  
spiced cherry compote. The layered, complex and extended flavors 
along with the focused structure show that this has a long life ahead. 
This was also incredibly spicy in October 2018. This showstopper  
over-delivers for the price point! This is an fine expression of Beaune’s  
potential. It is a hillside that has been hidden behind the big names 
of the large négociant houses for a long time, and at last, it is seeing 
more individual expressions. Drink: 2022-29. July 2, 2020

[91] Wine Advocate
Offers up a pretty bouquet of delicately earthy red berry fruit, plums, 
raw cocoa, peonies and cinnamon. On the palate, it’s medium to 
full-bodied, supple and succulent, with understated depth at the core, 
tangy acids and powdery tannins, concluding with an impressively 
structured finish for the appellation and the vintage. While it’s  
sufficiently charming to be approached now, it will show very well  
after five or six years in the cellar. As usual, it’s a blend of five premiers  
crus: Pertuisots, Montée Rouge, Les Bressandes, Clos du Roi and 
Reversées. February 2020

[88-90] View From the Cellar By John Gilman 
The 2017 Beaune “Cuvée du Cinquantenaire” from Domaine de Bellene  
is composed of a blend of five different premier crus in Beaune:  
Pertuisots, Montée Rouge, Reversées, Bressandes and Clos du Roi. 
The vines range from thirty-five years of age to fully sixty and the 
wine is raised in twenty percent new wood. It offers up a lovely, 
transparent and classically red fruity nose of cherries, strawberries,  
woodsmoke, gamebird, a nice touch of soil, fresh thyme and a discreet  
framing of new oak. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and 
still quite adolescent, with fine soil signature, a good core, moderate 
tannins and good length and grip on the still quite primary finish. 
This needs some bottle age to settle in, as right now, the constituent 
components have not really harmonized, but the wine is long and it may  
really blossom well with bottle age. 2029-2050. Issue #86, April 2020

[89] Burghound 
There is just enough point to mention setting off the airy essence of dark  
cherry, earth and violet scents. The sleek, delicious and reasonably 
vibrant medium-bodied flavors possess solid mid-palate density 
though the warm finish is again mildly raspy though I doubt that it 
will last for long. However, the warmth isn’t subtle and it’s enough to 
detract from the overall sense of balance and as such I would suggest 
serving this cooler than you might otherwise. April 2020

[17] JancisRobinson.com
Blend of six premiers crus. Will be a labelled as hommage to his 
mother next vintage. 100% whole bunch. In tank. Very spicy on the 
nose, almost a hint of something like curry, though that doesn’t quite 
fit. Super-fine texture, scented on the palate, needs time to blossom. 
Beautifully fresh and the finest of frameworks for the pretty red 
Beaune fruit. Persistent. December 2018 

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Les Grèves  
Premier Cru, 2017

[91] Burghound 
Admirably discreet oak influence can be found on the primarily spice 
red berry fruit and earth nuances. There is fine density and intensity 
to the lightly stony, well-detailed and relatively powerful flavors that 
culminate in a bitter cherry pit-inflected finish that displays fine 
length and even better complexity. While this could easily be enjoyed 
young, I would suggest allowing it 6 to 10 years of cellar time first. 
April 2020

[88] Wine Spectator
The impact of the oak is immediate, with a sensation of dry tannins 
seeping in around the plum, cherry, vanilla and sandalwood flavors. A 
charred note lingers as this finishes on the dry side. Best from 2021 
through 2029. Web Only 2020

[17] JancisRobinson.com
Aged in pièces. 100% whole bunch. In tank. Super-sweet fruit on 
the nose and more charming than the Cuvée du Cinquantenaire 
Vieilles Vignes. Fragrant, lifted red cherry. Chewy and deep in fruit 
and firmly structured. Beautifully balanced and finishes with a lift. 
December 2018 


